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Siblings/Fourth brother could be next -

from Page 1A

recalled five siblings at-
tending between 1995 and
2008.

Simon, the youngest of
the five Arneberg chil-
dren, could be the fourth
brother to attend. But
the 14-year-old, a Chi-Hi
freshman this fall, has to
finish high school first.

“There’s definitely a lit-
tle pressure,” Simon said
as his family members
chuckled.

When classes begin in
August, David plans to
pursue a degree in me-
chanical engineering. Ben,
a member of the Chi-Hi
class of 2008, graduated
from the academy in 2012
with a bachelor’s degree
in computer engineering.
Jasper, a 2012 high school
graduate, is working to-
ward a degree in electrical
engineering and is set to
graduate in 2016.

“We couldn’t be
more proud,” said Tom
Arneberg, whose father,
Ron Arneberg, served in
the Air Force as a naviga-
tor on a B-52 long-range
bomber. “It is an incred-
ible opportunity for them.”

Tom and Beth lived in
Colorado from 1985 to 1988
and visited the academy
once, Tom said. Until his
sons were appointed to
the institution, the couple
didn’t know anyone who
had attended.

“My dad always said it
would have been cool to
go there, but there was no
Air Force Academy then,”
said Tom, noting that his
father, who normally is re-
served, became emotional

v

when he attended a pa-
rade during the academy’s
Parents’ Weekend.
Family ties

Their grandfather’s
military service “kind of
got the Air Force on our
radar,” said Ben, who just
finished his master’s de-
gree in computer science
at Northeastern University
in Boston, got married
and moved to Virginia to
complete his officer com-
mitment to the Air Force.
Academy graduates who
enter pilot training have
an active duty service
commitment of 10 years
after earning their wings;
combat systems operators,
combat rescue officers
and special tactics offi-
cers have a six-year com-
mitment after completing
training; and all other
graduates have a five-year
commitment.

“I always liked the Air
Force,” said Ben, who
toured the academy in
eighth grade and began
thinking about attending
two years later.

“It was the branch of the
service that provided me
with the most opportuni-
ties to do what I wanted to
do,” he said.

Ben also was looking for
a challenge and figured
the academy, established
on April 1, 1954, to educate
and train the country’s Air
Force officers, would pro-
vide that.

His younger brothers
were looking for a chal-
lenge as well.

“I saw all the opportu-
nities Ben had there,” said
Jasper, explaining his in-
terest in following his

older brother west. “Also,
none of the dorms were
locked, and that really im-
pressed me.”

Jasper, like Ben, is on
the Wings of Blue para-
chute squad, which con-
sists of a demonstration
team that performs at
football games and other
ceremonies, and a com-
petition team that flies
formations at collegiate
and national champion-
ships. When he graduates,
he might continue on the
path laid by Ben and at-
tend graduate school or
pursue pilot training,

Nomination process

The academy’s admis-
sion process focuses on
four key areas — academ-
ic, leadership, athletic and
character. Applicants must
be among the top high
school achievers nation-
wide in these areas to be
considered for acceptance.

Before a student can be
considered for appoint-
ment, he or she must ob-
tain a congressional
nomination. Ben was nom-
inated by then-U.S. Sen.
Herb Kohl, D-Wis.; Jasper
by U.S. Rep. Sean Duffy,
R-Weston; and David by
U.S. Rep. Ron Kind, D-La
Crosse.

Securing a nomination
doesn’t guarantee an ap-
pointment, so Ben, Jasper
and David all applied to
other schools.

“But I really wanted
to go to the Air Force ,”
David said.

When Ben learned that
Kohl had nominated him,
he was ecstatic. When
Jasper got a call from Duffy,
he was caught off guard.
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“Simon knocked on the
bathroom door and told
Jasper that Sean Duffy was -
on the phone,” Tom, their .,
father, recalled, chuckling. .:
“Jasper thought it wasa |-
robocall, but it was really
Sean Duffy.” u

David received his ac- »:
ceptance letter in January. »

“David, you have
earned a rare opportuni- .
ty to participate in one of
this country’s finest of-
ficer training programs,” i
wrote the academy’s 1
admissions director, i
Carolyn Benyshek. “Your =
previous accomplish-
ments indicate you have
the potential to meet
the demands and chal-
lenges of the Academy
and you should be ex-
tremely proud of your
appointment as only the
best of the best are so
rewarded.”

Heading off to boot
camp, Ben and Jasper
gave David some idea of '
what to expect, but “they
haven’t told me every-
thing,” he said as the older |
brothers chuckled. «
“The first year you -
learn how to be a follower
so you can eventually be- ™
come a leader,” Ben said.

Tom has no doubt David +;
will succeed like his two  »
oldest sons. All three are !+
Eagle Scouts and were i
high school valedictori- :&
ans and captains of sports
teams. )

“Yes, these guys are all !
driven individuals,” Tom
wrote in an email. f By

O’Brien can be reached
at 715-830-5838, 800-236- -
7077 or christena.obrien@
ecpc.com. |
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